was of immense use to later researchers. The essays in other fields like
zoology, medicine, astronomy and music are equally insightful and
rewarding.

Jones's essays in literature-the mam theme of all is the literature
of the East - have a historical value even today. He was the forerunner
who gave to Europe the first clear and authentic view of the literary
wealth of the East and, what is more, suggested such pairs of comparison
as Firdausi and Homer, Hafiz and Petrarch, Kalidasa and Shakespeare.
His contribution is no less significant in the field of comparative religion.

Thus, the discourses and dissertations constitute a concrete example
of the lofty aim with which the Asiatic Society had come into being -
that of encompassing the whole of knowledge. There are profitable
elements in them for the historian and the philosopher, for the scientist
and the connoisseur of the arts (including literature). A high humanistic
atmosphere pervades them all and nowhere are they marred by the
intrusion of condescension or patronage.

Jones's contribution to linguistics has been but overstated. He
studied to a degree of reasonable mastery as many as twenty-eight
different languages, and comparative philogists must accord an honoured
mentioato his name for the promising prelude he had uttered to Indo-
Germanic philology in comparing Creek, Latin and Sanskrit. What is,
however, often overlooked is that he had looked upon language as
little more than a key to literature. It was with that view that he wrote
A PERSIAN GRAMMAR, and his other writings in literature too testify
to this in ample measure.

As a translator and imitator again, Jones's work is remarkable, ft
was his rendering of SAKUNTALAM that" revealed to Goethe, Herder,
and others a whole new world of experience and had even inspired
Schubert to write an opera based on it/1 His work exercised a deep
influence on the German Romantic movement. He translated from
almost all the major Asiatic languages and effectively fused the classical
and Asiatic poetic traditions. He conducted many a metrical experiment
trying free combinations of existing metres.

As a poet in his own right, Jones probably does not belong to that
category of those who

Lisped in numbers, for the numbers came.

/. The letters of P.B. Shelly p. 343
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